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Northfield Center Township
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Public Hearing 6/3/21-7315 Meadow Brooke Way
I.         CALL TO ORDER:  
           Time: 7:00p.m. by Richard Patz, Chair.
            Roll Call:
R. Patz, aye; V. Rudder, aye; D. Christley aye; R. Wolff aye; D. Bielecki, aye;
M. Kaminicki, alternate, absent.
II.       Application:
 Applicant Mark Kunz, 7315 Meadow Brooke Way, Northfield Center, has applied for a Zoning Variance from riparian setback regulations for an in-ground pool.
Amy Kunz told the BZA that they want a 16’ x 32’ in-ground pool for their backyard.  Stamped concrete patio and deck are there now.  Pool was purchased in Sept., understanding that no one knew when COVID would let up.  They have found that pools can increase the value of the home.  Area behind the house is wetlands.  She wasn’t sure if it was still wetlands because most of it is smashed down.  It wasn’t classified, so it was assumed it was as 5.  
Mr. Patz couldn’t see that the pool would be in the waterway; he was glad to see the plan for the dirt to be hauled away.
Mr. Christley verified that the pool wasn’t into the setback.
Mr. Patz said Summit Soil & Water has no map to show, but in his research, it looks like the pool will butt up against it.  
Mr. Kunz said ratings weren’t created for the wetlands when the development was put in.
Mrs. Kunz said the contactor will put up silt fences and has addressed environmental concerns.
Mr. Christley asked if there was a chance that wetlands are not even in that area or possibly a different category.
Mr. Rudder said the buffer could be different if it was a category 1 or 2.
III.      CLOSING OF OPEN SESSION:
[bookmark: _Hlk71706744] Mr. Christley moved to close the Open Session at 7:10 p.m. 
  Mr. Rudder seconds.  
	Roll Call:
R. Patz, aye; V. Rudder, aye; D. Christley aye; R. Wolff aye; D. Bielecki, aye;
M. Kaminicki, alternate, absent.
IV.     BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS DISCUSSION:
 Mr. Patz did research and complemented the applicants on their submission.  Didn’t see any issue with the application, was a little confused with Summit Soil & Water’s assessment.
Mr. Rudder said if a government entity wants a solid reason for a variance, then they need to give a reason that a variance is being requested; the burden shouldn’t be on the homeowner.  Variances for decks and outbuildings in this area have been granted before.  He has no objection for the variance for a pool.
Ms. Bielecki said if there was a glaring issue, it would be on the agency to make some sort of notation.
Mr. Christley agreed with the other board members, complimented the applicants on their submission.
Mr. Wolff  agreed with the other members and saw no reason that this pool would affect anyone else in the area.  The lot is where is it, there isn’t much of a choi8ce for placement of the pool.
Ms. Bielecki moved to grant a variance to allow the in-ground pool construction as submitted.
                Seconded by Mr. Christley.      
            Roll Call:
R. Patz, aye; V. Rudder, aye; D. Christley aye; R. Wolff aye; D. Bielecki, aye;
M. Kaminicki, alternate, absent. 
V.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 Done at 2nd hearing.
 VI.     OTHER BUSINESS:     
 VII.      MOTION TO ADJOURN:
	No adjournment, went into 2nd hearing.
                

Respectfully submitted,

________________________________________			____________________
Richard Patz, Chair                                                                   Date


_________________________________________			______________________
Judy Flauto, Township Secretary                                           Date
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